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Di d he, or didnét he? That i s
Whet her o6tis nobler in the mi
The ceaseless shower of outrageous falsehood,

Or to take arms against a sea of propaganda,

And by opposing end it.

fa book capable of fosteri
KASPER HEWS
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Preliminary Notes

A distinction shall be drawn by name between three characters: Shakspere of
Straford, Shakespeare the actor, and Skepkeare the author, one of our
tasks being to examine the grounds for their shared identity (see Chapter 2).

The dates given for the plays are those estimated by scholars of the Shake
speare work and are taken froihe Complete Oxford Shakespedng
Stanley Wells and Gary Taylor.

The main resource for Sir Francis Bacon has been the 14 volumes of his
works and letters edited by James Spedding.VWbeks(1857%59) of Bacon

are Wls 17 (Vol. 6 is in two parts) and thdfe and Letterq1861-74) are
WwIs8&14. So, for example, we adopt Coc
to denote Vol. 4 of theife and Letterspage 143.

For details on the life of William Shakspere of Stratford, | am indebted to
Schoenbaum, SWilliam Shakespear¢Oxford University Press: 1987).
Her eafter, this work wildl be referre

The Elizabethan New Year began on the 25 March and so, for example, in
original documents 20 March 1596 actually means 1597. The old calendar
has been madfiled to our modern year throughout the text.

Passages from Shakpeare are located followinghe Complete Works of
William Shakespeare, The Alexander T&Rbllins: 2007). For example,
2.1.1135 means Act 2, Scene 1, lines 113 to 115. Generally, nuessdied

to clarify passages are flagged by superscripted letters and given in a Key on
the same page. The main source for these is Crystal, David, and Crystal,
Ben,Sh a k e s p e a(Pendgum: 2008)r d s

References and notes supplementary to the textaggeftl by superscripted
numbers and are given in References and Notes at the end of the book. These
often indicate further lines of research.
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Prologue

In August 1867, while searching through manuscripts belonging to the
Duke of Northumberland at Northumksnd House, the Strand,
London, Mr John Bruce discovered two large black boxes which
appeared to have been unopened for some considerablk Itiside

he found various papers amongst which was an unbound volume,
which commentators later referred to as therthumberland
Manuscript (NMS), containing miscellaneous transcripts of some of
the philosopher Francis Bacon's work together with other documents
from the Elizabethan era. However, what he found on the front cover
of the NMS (see Figures 1 and 2) wagxpected. The list of contents
was surrounded by a forest of scribbles in which the names Francis
Bacon and William Shakespeare appeared repeatedly.

The collection appeared singed around the edges as did other
unrelated documents found in the black boassif they had been
recovered from a fire. Some of these unrelated documents are knowr
to have been purchased at the 1768 sale of manuscripts belonging t
the two Garters Anstis, father and son. Assuming that no one would
have bought them damaged, thenirtiecounter with fire must have
occurred later than this date. Notes had also been found in the boxes ir
the hand of Dr Percy, domestic chaplain at Northumberland House
from 1765 to 1782, just before he left to take up the position of Bishop
of Dromore. h fact, there had been a fire at Northumberland House in
March 1780 which had destroyed a large part of the front of the house
facing Charing Cross. The Gentleman's Magazine from March 1780
reports that ifthe greatest pfart
Carlisl e] i nvaluable | ibrary wa
not only did some of it perish but that other parts must have been
preserved in a damaged condition. So the NMS must have been
deposited in one of the black boxes between the fire ancmM 1780
and Dr Percy vacating his position at Northumberland House in 1782.

There is a notable difference between the contents listed on the
front cover of the NMS and its actual contents. Several items
mentioned are missing while several items that raye mentioned
appear in the collection. The name at the head of the contents read:
A Mr . ffrauncis Bacono which dat
Bacon was knighted.
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Figure 1. Modern script rendering of NMS.
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Figure 2. Facsimile of NMS
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